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me to write on the subject. I tell him that a good constitution is a previous requisite ; that this is the moment for forming one, so as to obtain the royal consent, and I give him some ideas on this subject. I tell him that my plan is, at present, to persuade M. de Montmorin to continue in place until he, Moustier, can be properly admitted, and then to be made President of the Council; that the King must press M. de Montmorin to continue, and he must make the removal of Duportail a condition, by vvhi'ch means, if Delessart can be brought about, there will be a majority in the council. I am to press this plan on M, de Montmorin, and Moustier is, on his side, to urge the Court. I dine at Madame de StaeTs, and say too much against the Constitution, to which she provoked me by fishing for the praise of her father. I did not swal-
;                           low the bait."
" Dine to-day [October 22d] with M. de Montmorin. Before dinner I go into his closet, and there urge him to continue for some time longer in office, then to retire as President of the Council. He will not agree, first, because it is impossible to manage the department well; and, secondly, because he has so pointedly declared his deter-
'",                           mination to retire that he cannot retract.    I think this last
is the strongest reason.    I mention to him St. Croix  as
|                          being recommended by the Garde des Sceaux, in the name
j!
j                           of all the ministers. He says that if there were not parti                           ticular reasons against admitting him (and I find that ]                           these bottom on pecuniary foundations), he would be the j                           fittest person in the world, in order to render the Ministry I                           contemptible. He says that if Se*gur will not accept, j                           Barthdlemi would answer. M. de Molleville, the Minis-|                           ter .of the Marine, gives us at dinner the account of a I                           dreadful insurrection of the blacks at Santo Domingo. I trust that the account (which is not official) is exagger- respecting affairs here.    On this subject he seems to be
